NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2011
SCRABBLE TRAINING PROGRAM BY THE SLSL
A Scrabble training program for all levels of players will be conducted by the members of the SLSL, commencing from 6th March 2011. This will be held on the first Sunday of each month at the Women’s International Club, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. (Any deviations to this will be communicated in advance.)
All members of the SLSL, as well as non-members are eligible to participate in this training program. A fee of Rs 200/- per training session will be charged. As the total number of participants for a session will be restricted to 20, selection will be on a first come-first serve basis.  
Anyone who wishes to participate in this training program should confirm his / her participation through an e-mail to the Secretary – SLSL (senakajayasinghe@yahoo.com) on or before the end of the preceding month. Please note that the fee of Rs 200/- is payable on confirmation, irrespective of participation. 
PREMIER PLAYERS TOURANAMENT (PPT) – LEG 1 RESULTS

Leg 1 of the PPT for 2010 / 2011 was held on 8th & 9th January 2011 at Polwarth, No 18 R. A. De Mel Mawatha, Colombo 4.  The results are as follows:

	 
	 
	No. of 
	Margin 
	PPT 
	 
	Rating
	 

	Rank
	Player
	wins
	
	points
	Old
	Change
	New

	1
	Lakshan Wanniarachchi
	13
	+1572
	25
	1609
	+3
	1612

	2
	Shaila Amalean
	11
	+661
	20
	1607
	-36
	1571

	3
	Yeshan Jayasuriya
	10
	+209
	17
	1281
	+29
	1310

	4
	Wimal Fernando
	10
	-362
	14
	1249
	+38
	1287

	5
	Indunil Amarasinghe
	08
	-279
	12
	1390
	-58
	1332

	6
	Anil Wickremasinghe
	07
	+148
	10
	1195
	-5
	1190

	7
	Kandhan Mahendran
	07
	-537
	08
	1019
	+53
	1072

	8
	Lakshman Cooray
	06
	-1412
	06
	1162
	-23
	1139


High Game 
- 568 by Shaila Amalean

PREMIER PLAYERS TOURNAMENT (PPT) – LEG 2

Leg 2 of the Premier Players Tournament (PPT) was held on 19th and 20th of February 2011. Results will be published in our next newsletter. 
SCRABBLER OF THE YEAR (SOY) – LEG 2 RESULTS

Leg 2 of the Scrabbler of the Year (SOY) was held on 23rd & 30th of January 2011 at Women’s International Club, Colombo 7. The results are as follows:

	 
	 
	No. of 
	Margin 
	SOY 
	 
	Rating
	 

	Rank


	Player


	wins


	
	Points


	Old


	Change


	New



	1
	Lakshan Wanniarachchi
	18
	+2066
	25
	1612
	+69
	1681

	2
	Shaila Amalean
	12
	+1485
	20
	1571
	-52
	1519

	3
	Sasika Jayasuriya
	12
	+95
	17
	944
	+144
	1088

	4
	Vinu Wijesekera
	11
	+353
	14
	975
	+59
	1034

	5
	Yeshan Jayasuriya
	11
	+211
	12
	1310
	+33
	1343

	6
	Jayaska Baranage
	10
	+887
	10
	1436
	-62
	1374

	7
	Migara Jayasinghe
	10
	+281
	8
	1066
	+65
	1131

	8
	Ransimala Weerasuriya
	10
	+277
	6
	1090
	+41
	1131

	9
	Lakshman Cooray
	10
	+207
	4
	1139
	+5
	1144

	10
	Nadeeshan Nanayakkara
	10
	+70
	3
	-
	-
	1184

	11
	Yasiru Fernando
	9
	+681
	2
	1212
	-36
	1176

	12
	Shirley De Silva
	9
	+243
	1
	1334
	-69
	1265

	13
	Lalantha Amarasinghe
	9
	-47
	-
	1163
	-16
	1147

	14
	Anisha Bandaranayake
	9
	-485
	-
	1075
	+13
	1088

	15
	Nishan Perera
	8
	+21
	-
	928
	-1
	927

	16
	Hayati Rassool
	8
	-248
	-
	514
	+131
	645

	17
	Dinuk De Silva
	8
	-663
	-
	992
	-5
	987

	18
	Anil Wickremasinghe
	7.5
	-173
	-
	1190
	-64
	1126

	19
	Huldah Mather
	7.5
	-474
	-
	964
	+32
	996

	20
	Shaini Wilson
	7
	-113
	-
	1171
	-104
	1067

	21
	Fareeda Akberally
	7
	-150
	-
	956
	-42
	914

	22
	Lambhotharan Yoganathan
	5
	-1074
	-
	770
	-32
	738

	23
	Thirathni Perera
	4
	-1314
	-
	677
	-28
	649

	24
	Nusrath Sariffo’deen
	4
	-2136
	-
	576
	-12
	564


High Game
: Lakshan Wanniarachchi – 587

High Word
: Dinuk De Silva – 185 for “CROTCHED”
Given below are the top 10 overall rankings of the SOY, after SOY 2 (as per SOY points earned)  


	Rank
	Name of Player
	SOY points 

	01
	Shaila Amalean
	37

	02
	Jayaska Baranage
	35

	03
	Lakshan Wanniarachchi
	25

	04
	Malinda Gunawardane
	20

	05
	Vinu Wijesekara
	17

	06
	Sasika Jayasuriya
	17

	07
	Yasiru Fernando
	16

	08
	Charith Rajasiri
	12

	09
	Ransimala Weerasooriya
	12

	10
	Yeshan Jayasuriya
	12


SELECTIONS FOR WSC 2011 – POSITION AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2010

	 
	 
	Sub Pd. 1
	Sub Pd. 2
	Sub Pd. 3
	Avg. Rating

	 
	Name
	1.1.10-30.4.10
	1.5.10-31.8.10
	1.9.10-31.12.10
	after 

	 
	 
	Peak Rating
	Peak Rating
	Peak Rating
	Sub Period 3

	1
	Lakshan Wanniarachchi
	1781
	1731
	1654
	             1,722 

	2
	Shaila Amalean
	             1,626 
	             1,636 
	1607
	             1,623 

	3
	Asanka Dissanayake
	1675
	1592
	1592
	             1,620 

	4
	Malinda Gunawardena
	                  1524   
	1524   
	1463
	             1,504 

	5
	Samitha Amerasinghe
	1482   
	1482   
	1540
	             1,501 

	6
	Jayaska Baranage
	                  -   
	1540
	1436
	             1,488 

	7
	Indunil Amerasinghe
	1437
	1415
	1427
	             1,426 

	8
	Shirley De Silva
	1340
	1353
	1353
	             1,349 

	9
	Sheroze Sheriffdeen
	1318
	1318
	1318
	             1,318 

	10
	Yeshan Jayasuriya
	1297
	1281
	1281
	             1,286 


SELECTIONS FOR WYSC 2011 – POSITION AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2010
	 
	Name of player
	Sub Pd 1
	Sub Pd 2
	Sub Pd 3
	Avg. Rating 

	 
	 
	1.1.10-30.4.10
	1.5.10-31.8.10
	1.9.10-31.12.10
	after 

	 
	 
	Peak Rating
	Peak Rating
	Peak Rating
	Sub Pd 3

	1
	Yeshan Jayasutiya
	1297
	1281
	1281
	1286

	2
	Shaini Wilson
	-
	1171
	1171
	1171

	3
	Ransimala Weerasooriya
	-
	1090
	1090
	1090

	4
	Yasiru Fernando
	855
	1170
	1212
	1079

	5
	Anisha Bandaranayake
	988
	1075
	1075
	1046

	6
	Migara Jayasinghe
	897
	1066
	1066
	1010

	7
	Sasika Jayasuriya
	-
	958
	958
	958

	8
	Vinu Wijesekera
	-
	915
	975
	945

	9
	Nishan Fernando
	-
	938
	928
	933

	10
	Lambhodharan Yoganathan 
	-
	756
	770
	763

	11
	Jiffry Zahran
	-
	648
	648
	648

	12
	Nusrath Sariffo'deen
	-
	509
	576
	543

	13
	Hayati Rassool
	-
	500
	514
	507

	14
	Ansar Aashiq
	-
	500
	500
	500


The above ratings for both WSC and WYSC have been calculated as per the criteria detailed in the January 2010 SLSL Newsletter.  
SLSL MEMBERS’ PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENTS
Given below are details of the performance of SLSL members in international tournaments during the last 2 months:
	Name of member
	Tournament 
	Month held
	Position

	Wimal Fernando
	Causeway Open - Malaysia
	December 2010
	47th out of 85

	Lalantha Amarasinghe
	iGate – Bangalore, India
	January 2011
	54th out of 60

	Diyath Visidagamage
	iGate – Bangalore, India
	January 2011
	59th out of 60


WESPA RANKINGS 
Given below are the top 12 players in the World, as per the ratings published by the World English-Language Scrabble Players Association (WESPA) on 25 January 2011.  

	Ranking
	Name of Player
	Country 
	Rating 
	No. of games

	1
	Nigel Richards
	New Zealand
	2126
	1401

	2
	Paul Gallen
	Northern Ireland
	2124
	96

	3
	Brett Smitheram
	England
	2099
	142

	4
	Lewis Mackay
	England
	2096
	145

	5
	Panupol Sujjayakorn
	Thailand
	2095
	589

	6
	Mikki Nicholson
	England
	2084
	266

	7
	Andrew Fisher
	Australia
	2071
	475

	8
	David Wiegand
	United States
	2059
	274

	9
	Komol Panyasoponlert
	Thailand
	2055
	548

	10
	David Eldar
	Australia
	2055
	514

	11
	Naween Fernando*
	Australia
	2050
	454

	12
	Adam Logan
	Canada
	2050
	284


* - Naween Fernando is a Life Member of the SLSL. 
Given below are the WESPA rankings of the Sri Lankan players, as at 25 January 2011.  

	Name of Player
	Ranking
	Rating
	No. of games

	Lakshan Wanniarachchi
	276
	1707
	363

	Samitha Amarasinghe
	318
	1654
	99

	Malinda Gunawardena
	327
	1636
	75

	Asanka Amarasinghe
	342
	1606
	87

	Asanka Dissanayake
	353
	1593
	87

	Shaila Amalean
	355
	1592
	276

	Lahiru Elvitigala
	368
	1564
	224

	Lahiru De Silva
	375
	1554
	63

	Sheroze Sheriffdeen
	403
	1505
	94

	Yeshan Jayasuriya
	447
	1391
	96

	Shirley de Silva
	462
	1367
	111

	Wimal Fernando
	505
	1256
	308

	Migara Jayasinghe
	513
	1238
	72

	Shaini Wilson
	524
	1211
	72

	Indramali Cooray
	528
	1197
	96

	Anil Wickremasinghe
	531
	1187
	96

	Farida Akberally
	556
	1123
	96

	Lakshman Cooray 
	562
	1091
	150

	Huldah Mather
	568
	1064
	63

	Lalantha Amarasinghe
	575
	1037
	208

	Sasika Jayasuriya
	596
	866
	72

	Thirathni Perera
	604
	793
	96

	Chintamani Salgado
	618
	535
	119


Note – Rankings are given to players with 50 or more games in international tournaments. 

SRI LANKA OPEN INTERNATIONAL SCRABBLE CHAMPIONSHIP 2011

We are happy to announce that the much awaited International Scrabble Tournament, organized by the Sri Lanka Scrabble League will be held in JULY 2011. 
Type of Tournament 

- Open, International and Rated

Dates 



- 1st, 2nd and 3rd July 2011





   Opening ceremony on 30th June evening 

Venue



- Colombo Swimming Club, Galle Road, Colombo 3

Total prize money

- USD 6,000





   1st Prize
- USD 2,000





   2nd Prize
- USD 1,500





   3rd Prize
- USD 1,000





   Prizes up to 10th Place

Number of Games

- 24

AWAIT MORE DETAILS ON SELECTION CRITERIA AND ENTRY FEES

WORLD SCRABBLE CHAMPIONSHIP (WSC)
The 11th WSC will be held in 2011.  The two Sri Lankan representatives at the 2009 WSC, Lakshan Wanniarachchi and Shaila Amalean performed exceptionally well to secure the 53rd and 63rd place (out of 108), respectively. Given below are some facts on the WSC. 

· The 1st WSC was held in London in 1991, hosted by Mattel. This attracted 48 players from 19 countries. The total prize money was USD 19,000, with USD 10,000 going to the winner. Thereafter, it was held every other year. The last WSC was held in Malaysia in 2009, with 108 players from 41 countries. In 2009, the total prize money was USD 30,500, with USD 15,000 for the winner.  

· Following are the 10 World Champions and the Runners-up from 1991 to 2009.

	Year
	Winner
	Runner-up
	Location

	1991
	Peter Morris (USA)
	Brian Cappelletto (USA)
	London

	1993
	Mark Nyman (England)
	Joel Wapnick (Canada)
	New York 

	1995
	David Boys (Canada)
	Joel Sherman (USA)
	London

	1997
	Joel Sherman (USA)
	Matt Graham (USA)
	Washington DC

	1999
	Joel Wapnick (Canada)
	Mark Nyman (England)
	Melbourne

	2001
	Brian Cappelletto (USA)
	Joel Wapnick (Canada)
	Las Vegas

	2003
	Panupol Sujjayakorn (Thailand)
	Pakorn Nemitrmansuk (Thailand)
	Malaysia

	2005
	Adam Logan (Canada)
	Pakorn Nemitrmansuk (Thailand)
	London 

	2007
	Nigel Richards (New Zealand)
	Ganesh Asirwatham (Malaysia)
	Mumbai, India

	2009
	Pakorn Nemitrmansuk (Thailand)
	Nigel Richards (New Zealand)
	Malaysia


Senaka Jayasinghe

Hony. Secretary

